WHERE CANADIANS STAND 


--PROGRESS REPORT 


Our national gathering in Montreal having been put off until September, I am planning to 
write a first draft of our script the week of August 25, and get it to you all a week later, so 
that you can muse over it and be ready with feed-back for our national gathering. So 
please get your proposals to me by August 25. 


Here is how the situation looks right now: 


1. Rani Sandhu in Vancouver has found a 25-year-old university-educated second- 
generation Iraqi-Canadian woman who was un-interested in politics until the US invaded 
Iraq this year, when she decided to devote her life to peace action. Rani will try to bring 
into the film a couple of members of the woman's extended family who support the US. 


2. Charles Laird in Calgary is looking for a businessman who supports the US. 


3. Bonnie Dickie in Winnipeg will be following David Pankratz when he returns in 
December from a six-month stint in Baghdad working for the Mennonite Central 
Committee Relief project. She will try to bring into the film his father-in-law who 
supports the US. 


4. Wanda Graham in Sambro, Nova Scotia, will be filming this weekend the first meeting 
between two women: the widow of a first Gulf War veteran who died from the effects of 
depleted uranium, and an Iraqi woman who fled Iraq when the depleted uranium used in 
that war brought death to a child in her family. Wanda will also be doing some test 
shooting with a neighbour of hers in Sambro: a colourful 75-year-old folk artist whose 
family co-owns with some Americans a fishing fleet worth $6 million. He supports the 
US invasion of Iraq. 


5. Barbara Doren in St. John's has found a young woman active in the underground barter 
market who is has been a community activist for a decade. I'm not sure we need another 
experienced activist, so I have asked her to look into the airport manager she told me 
about who has come out in favour of the basing of the new US "defence" missiles in 
Newfoundland. 


6. Louise Lemelin in Montreal will probably be selecting a character from the large 
number of Quebec artists who spoke up at the peace marches this winter-- the pop singer 
Dan Bigras, for example. She got good footage of Luc Picard, the prominent Quebec 
film star, in the demonstrations, but Picard doesn't want any camera to intrude into his 
private life. She and I will be talking to Picard, though, as a possible narrator for the 
film. He is fluent in both French and English. 


